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75 Marine Campaign of 1778 . r 
— the Prevnces, the Schemes, and the Threas of th 
French Court are confulered, there is m Engiiftmas who con peruſe 
with indifference the detail of that Campaige. The Miniſters of 


RY France having needleſsly imvokved their Country in @ War whoſe begin- 
85 ning is already fignalized by tbe Ruin of their Marnime Trade, and 


_ by the Deftruftion of their Fiſhery, it behoves them in Kater the people 
with imaginary tales; and their bujencſs now is ts H- a political | 
blunder, whoſe cruel conſequences they begin to percerves Unable 
to perfuade their Nation of the neceſſity of an iniquaous War, they 
wann,. nada Gn wh bins! Ars, 
| for that laudable yurguſe, under their dren, thoſe that have appeared 
concerning the late Engagement in the Adantic are ms the E ae 
_ hows. — e thr Clldiiee new profccy! + 3 
a 8 * 
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( iv }) 
Public, which comprebends all the original papers relative to the opera- 


"ions of beth lets, and of fngle Ships of War in Eazope. Tu arler i 
«illuftrate theſe papers, the following Plates have been annexed, via. 
L Chart of the Cite of the King's Fleet ficn the 17th" w the 31ſt of 
II. Chart of the Cruiſe of the King's Fleet from the 26th of Auguſt to the 
Asch of Oar. EN 


"_ Plan of the Movements of the King's Fleet againſt the French Fleet be- 
„ and drmghbe Engagement. 

IV. Plas of the Mowancate of the Thigh Fiket afiy the Engunant. D 

V. Plæ of the Exgagement as publiſhed at Paris by Order of the Miniſtry. 

VL Plan of the Engagement as publiſhed at Breft by Order of the Miniſtry. 


N. B. The Ts Plans (No. Ill. and IV.) relative to the Engagement 
being laid down according to the Obſervations and Log-Books of 
frond of the Sip, impunially coapure —— 
that they are as erat as the nature of the fubject would admit of. 
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Pact 8. In the Czxtzz Dremon, — be place] before the Comragenr, and the 
Tarmoath in the LADA Drvrsiox omitted. 


Cf» — aicr the Tlenkew, rnd Beek, Captain Damen—74 Gans, 


Goo Men. 
21 eee. 3 
—- 2. 


INTRODUCTION. 

On the 1 3th of March, 177 8, the following Reſcript wes delivered to 
Lord Weymouth, Secretary of State for the Southern Departmen 
by the Marquis de Noailles, the French * 


"F" H E under-figned Ambaſſador of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty has received expteſs orders 


to make the following declaration to the court of London: "id 


The UnrreD Srarzs or Nonrn AMzRICA; who are in full YE of-independence, as 
pronounced by them on the 4th. of July, 1776; having propoſed to the King to conſolidate, 
by a formal convention, the connection begun to be eſtabliſhed between the two nations, the re- 
ſpective plenĩpotentĩarĩes have figned a treaty of friendſhip and commerce, deſigned to ſerve 
as 2 foundation for their mutual good once. a 


H Majeſty ingame to cultivate the good underſtanding ſubſiſting between France 

and Greaf Britain, by every means compatible with its dignity; and the good of his ſubjects, 
thinks it neceffary to make this proceeding known to the court of London, and to declare at 
the fame time; that the contracting parties have paid great attention not to ſtipulate any ex- 
clufive advantages in favour of the French nation; and that the UNITED Srarzs have re- | 
ſerved the liberty of treating with every nation whateyer, upon the footing of equality and 
reciprocity-. | 


Is making this communication to the coutt of London, the King is firmly 1 ſhe 
will find new proofs of his Majeſty's conſtant and fincere diſpoſition for peace; and that his 
Britannic Majeſty, animated by the ſame ſentiments, will equally avoid every thing that may 
alter their good harmony; and that he will particularly take effectual meaſures to prevent the 
commerce between his Majeſty's ſubjects and the Uxrrxp STATES oF NorTa AmMErIca from 
being interrupted, and to cauſe all the uſages received between commercial nations to be, in 
this reſpect, obſerved z-and all thoſe rules which can be ſaid to ſubſiſt between the crowns of 
France and Great Britain. 


In this juft confidence, the under figned Ambaſſador thinks it ſuperfluous to acquaint the 
Britiſh Minifter, that the King his Maſter, being determined to protect effectually the lawful 
commerce of his ſubjects, and to maintain the dignity of his flag, his Majeſty has, in conſe- 
quence, taken eyenmual meaſures in concert with the UniTED STATES or Nozra AMERICA. 
London, March 13, 1778. 


Signed * 
8 ? Le M. DE NOAILLES. 


In conſequence of the above declaration, the King recalled Lord Stormont, his Ambaſſador, 
from the French court, and ſoon after the Marquis de Noailles had orders from Verſailles to quit 
that of Lada. Orders were ſent to equip a fleet at Portſmouth, not only to protect our trade, 
but alſo to oppoſe the French fleet, then ready in Bret harbour, and to defend the coaſts of 
this kingdom, which the French threatened with an invaſion ; the command of the Britiſh . 
„%ͤ DEED ue 
5 MARTI 
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Maritime Campaign of 1778. 
N the tath of ve, Admiral Tse failed from St. Maso on a Ci, with the follow- 
Us Ships. | 


LINE of BATTLE on the 12th of June, 1778. 
FIRST DIVISION. 


THIRD DIVISION.” 


Elizabeth Hon. Henry Maitland 74 600 
G, 5 —— FE } 99 7593 the Blue 
America Rt. Hon. Lord Longford bg 1 goo ; 
Egmont Capt. Allen 74 

Ramilies Capt. Digby | 74 Goo 

Arethuſs, Fox and Proſcrpine Frigates 

Alert and Metedith . | 

Vulcan Fiteſhip 


The fleet was joined ſoon after by the Formidable of Capt. Bazely, and the Belleiſle 
of 64, Ca t. Brooks and on Acre Npar pony er wrote 
the three ing ſectors to Mr. Stephens, Secretary to the Admiralty. tk. 
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1 1 ITTLE before twelve o'clock yeſterday, the fleet being in a line of battle, ſteering 


that an officer got to me this morning, the Valiant, who had been in the boat the whole” 
night; his Captain directed him to inform me, that he ſhould have returned agreeable to the 
fignal to leave off chace, but that he obſerved the French frigate had given battle to the 


At nine o'clock laſt night I ſent Sir Charles Douglas to leeward to the Hefor and America, 
to let their Captains know, it was my orders they brought the French frigate under the 
Viftory's ſtern ; and Sir Charles Douglas was charged from me, to expreſs every civility to the 
French Captain, and to inform him that I ſhould fee him when the ſhips and frigate got up 
to the fleet in the ing; in the mean time he was alſo to attend the frigate, unmoleſted, 
up to me; but, — — this ing about nine o'clock, I obſerved the French 

ſhip ſeemingly going upon the other tack ; one of the ſhips that was attending her fired a ſhot 

acroſs her, which was immediately followed by the Freneh frigate's diſcharging her whole 
broadfide and muſquetry into the America, at the very moment Lord Long ford was upon the 
gunwale talking to the French Captain in the moſt civil ſtrain ; ſeveral ot the ſhot ſtruck the 

America, and wounded four of her people: the French Captain then ſtruck his colours; his 
behaviour merited the fire of the America, but Lord Longfor#s humanity and ' prudence pre- 

vailed, much to his credit, over his reſentment. ; | | 

I I have not done improperly in ſending the frigate into Plymorth - the circumſtance 
of her viour, and the other Freneh frigate giving battle to the Aretbuſa, has been a juſti- 
fication to myſelf for ſeizing her and ſending her into port. 


Tam, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient and very humble Servant, 
2 | HE A K EPP EI. 
P. S. The French frigate is cafled the Licorue of 32 guns and 2.30 men. 


Victom, at ſea, June 20, 1778, at noon, the Lizard, N. 37:00 E. 19 leagues. 


SIR, | 2 
EFORE noon of yeſterday we ſaw the Fuliant and Monarch, . chaced from the 
fleet on the 17th, coming down ; the Yaliant with * ſhip in tow, which we 
perceived was the Aretheſa, with her main-maſt gone, and much ſhattered in other re- 
The Arethuſa had come up with her chace on the evening of the 17th; ſhe proved a large 
French frigate with hgavy metal (the Belle Poale ;) Captain Marſhall requeſted of the French 
_— to bring to, and informed him, he had erders to conduct him to his Admiral, who 
iſhed to ſpeak to him; both which requeſts the French officer peremptorily refuſed to com- 
ply with; Captain MerJhell then fired a ſhot acroſs the frigate, upon which the French 
Captain inſtantaneouſly fired his whole broadfide into the Arethyſa, who was at that time very 
cloſe along fide, which brought on an action on both fides, which continued for upwards of 
two hours; the Arethuſa being much ſhattered in her maſts, fails and rigging, and there be- 
very little wind to govern her, ſhe was thrown into ſuch a fituation, as not to be able to 
2p her head towards the French ſhip, notwithſtanding Captain MearſhbalPs utmoſt endeavours 
to do: the French ſhip's head being in with the land, and getting her foreſall ſer, ſhe ſtood 
into a ſmall bay, where boats at day-light came out, and towed her into ſafety. 3 
Captain Marſhall appears to have conducted himſelf in the whole of this matter with the 
greateſt ſpirit and gallantry, and ſpeaks with great fatisfaftion of the behaviour of his officers 


and 


1 


and ſhip's coinpany- 1 —— thirty-fix wounded ; the loſs of 


the French muſt be confaderable. 

I muſt not omit an this rclatzom to that Captain Fairfax, in the Alert 
cutter, has had his ſhare in the buſineſs; be got of a ſchooner of ten catriage guns and 
ten ſwivels that attended foie trend 6 Sul; —_— requeſting the com- 
— — — — - Ra 
| upon the frigate's firing upon the A into the Alert; Captain Fairfax 
r in 
of an hour, when the French veſfel furccndered. Captain Fairfex killed him five men, and mor- 


their | 


tally wounded ſeven ; rhe Alert had four men wounded, two of them, it is apprehended mortally. 


Several French merchant Maps paſſed through the fleet yeſterday unmoleſted: I did not 
think proper in any wiſe to interrupt them im therr commerce: hunt was then in fight from 
the maſt head: I 27a, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and very humble ſervant, 


* K EPP E I. 


SIR; | Vietory, at Sea, Fune 20z 1778. 


ARLY in the morning of the 18th, 2 ſhip in the N. W. quarter was ſeen ſtanding i into 
the fleet, but ſoon hauled away; The Fazdrozant, Corragenx, and Robuft, were ſent in pur- 
tuit of her; and having rcpaired, as well as time would permit, the Af:lford's damages, which 
ſhe received by the French frigate's having, whale im conxerſation, ſhecred on board her, the 
was likewiſe ſent in chace. In the morazag; of the igch, the Proſerpine had joined; whom I alſo 
directed to chace; very hight winds, and 
were drawn cloſc up with the chace, 2 French frigate, and the fignal being made to the ſhips 
to bring the chace into the flect, ſhe wes y, the French officer having no 
means whatever to avoid what has k — From the behaviour of the French frigate 
the Licorze on the 18th in the morning, I judged it my duty to detain this ſhip likewiſe. I di- 
rected Captain Heod, of the Rabl, to aha, to take the officers out of the ſhip, and diſtribute the crew 
among the ſhips with him; inſtructing bim to tothe French captain, that I was under 
a neceffity of taking this ſicp from the conduct of the captain of the Licorne ; at 
— Panos to Captain Had to take care, that nothing but the civileſt treat- 
ment ſhould paſs towards the French offecers and their people, and every thing taken care of on 
board the frigate: ſhe is called the Pallas, of 32 guns, and 220 men; and, as well as could be 
learnt, had been eight days from Brgff on 2 cruize. 


Im, SIR 
Your moſt obedient and very humble ſervant, 
A KEPPEL, 


It is fomewhat remarkable, that Admiral Keppel found an board of each of the Prigates, La Pallas and LL, 


written orders t is moleft that wjcful navigator Cn Cant, an any account whatever, which orders were ligned 
Carte. 


The accounts which were publiſhed at Paris, on the 22d of June, of the hoſtilities at ſea 
between the two nations, laid the agg js at our door; nn 
the Aretbuſa and the Balle Paule was thus related by the French. 


2 S. de la Clocheterie, of the Balle Pande, 2 34 Sun Wigate, was met by an Engliſh fri- 
M* gate of equal force, who ancmpice un queſtion the French commander; but on his de- 
<< ng to ſatisfy the Britiſh Captain, the hater ĩnfiſted that he ſhould and give a pro- 
1 The Frenchman replied, that he had no ac- 
and his Admiral. He had ſcarce made his 
which was immediately returned, 
engagement emſurd, hich, the weather being very calm, laſted from 
cc ave o'clock in the evening till very far in the > en Bows when the two ſhips. ſeparated ; but 
« not before the Belle Paule had — the fire of , which from fignals which they 
tc afterwards imagined they heard, was leſt in difirefs. The Frenchman had 48 men killed, 
e four of whom were officers. The wounded 2mounted to 50. The lieutenant, Mr. de St, 
«© Marceax, loſt his arm by a cannon ſhot, and dixd of his wounds the ſame night.“ 
This aggreſion, with the taking of the two frigatrs, was ſoon followed with the publication 
of the letters of his moſt Chriftan to the Admiral * of France, which authoriſes and 


—__— him to iſſue out leners of reprital 2painft the ſhips of the Subjects of Great Britain. 
* H. S. H. The Dar & Pemiveae, — tothe Dale Chartres. 


ce ö bim 2 


« Upon this a 


Mr 


fituation in cloſe fight, upwards 


: before rwelve, the frigates and other ſhips - 


f + 
p 


ME 


Mr Covsts, 


July 10, 1778. 


H E inſult offered to my flag by a frigate of the of England, towards my frigate ls 
Belle Poule; ee by» fg —— hw of nations, 


my frigates la Licorne, and Ia Pallas, and of my p E Courens ; the ſcizure at ſea, and the 
confiſcation of the ſhips 


treaties ; the continued diſturbance and damage which that power has brought upon the mari- 
time commerce of my kingdom, and of my colonies in America, as well by their ſhips of war, as 
by their privatecrs, whom ſhe has authorized and excited to commit theſe 


forced me to ſet bounds to the moderation I had pe ts myſclf, and do not me any 
longer to ſuſpend the effects of my reſentment ; dignity of my crown, and 

whach I owe _ my ſubjects, demand that I ſhould at len — repriſals, and act hoflilely 
againſt Exgland, and that my veſſels ſhall attack and endeavour to take or to deftroy all the 
veſſels, or other ſhips, belonging to the King of England; and that they ſtop and ſeize alike all 
the Engliſh merchant ſhips they may have an opportunity of taking. I therefore write you 
this letter to inform you, that having in conſequence given.orders to the Commandants of my 


ſquadrons, and of my ſea · ports, to direct all my Captains of ſhips to fall upon thoſe of the 
King of England, alſo upon all ſhips belonging to any of his ſubjects, to ſeize upon and carry 


them into the ports of my kingdom, my intention is, by way of repriſals for the captures made 
upon my ſubjects, by the Engliſh privateers and armed veſſels, that you will cauſe to be made 
out letters of marque and re — to thoſe of my ſaid ſubjects * ho ſhall ſue for the fame, and 
who are qualified to obtain them, by propofing to fit out ſhips of war, with ſufficient force to 
protect the crews employed on board the ſaid ſhips. I reſt aſſured, that I ſhall find in the 
JUSTICE of my cauſe, in the valour of my officers, and the equipment of my ſhips, and in tbe 
love of all my ſubjects, the reſources which I have always experienced from them ; and my chicf 

is in the protection of the God of Battles; and the preſent having no other aim, T 
1 my couſin, into his holy keeping. Written at Ferſailles the 10ch of 

177 1 ' 


(Signed) LOUIS. 
And underneath, DE SARTINE. 


On the 28th of June, fourteen * before the publication of that letter to the Admiral of 
France, His moſt Chriſtian Majcſty had written others to the ſame purpoſe, amounting alſo to a 
declaration of war, to the Governors of his colonies in the Weſt Indies: the Marquis de Borillẽ 
Governor of Martinico invaded Dominica in conſequence of ſuch a letter, which was afterwards 
publiſhed in the French iſlands, on the 15th Auguſt, as follows: 


HE inſult offered to my flag by a frigate belonging to his Britannic Majeſty, in her treat- 
ment of my frigate the Belle Poule; the capture by an En _= ſquadron of my frigates 


Licorxe and Pallas, — of my cutter, the Cureur, contrary to the law of nations; the capture 


at ſea and confiſcation of ſhips belonging to my ſubjects, by the Engliſh, contrary to the faith 
of treaties; the continual interruption and injury occaſioned to the maritime commerce of my 


„and of my colonies in America as well by ſhips of war as by privateers, authorized by 
his Britannic Majefly ; the depredations committed and encouraged, by which theſe injurious 
procecdings, but chiefly the infult oftexed to my flag, have forced me to — aſide that modera- 
tion which I proped to obſerve, and will not allow me any longer to ſuſpend the effects of my 
The dignity of my crown, and the protection which I owe to my ſubʒecta, obiige me to make 
and to act in a hoſtile manner againſt the Engliſh nation. I therefore authoriſe my 
ſhaps do attack, and endeavour to take and deſtroy all ſhips, frigates, and other veſſels — 
may meet with, belonging to the King of England, and allo to ſeize and detain all Engliſh mer- 
cantine veſſels which — may encounter; and I likewiſe authoriſe my troops to attack, — 
and occxpy the poſſeſſions: of bis Britannic Majeſty. 

I therefore write this letter to inform you, that it is my defire, that you employ all the land 
and ſea forces under your direction, in attacking and ſeizing the polleſhons of the King of Ex- 
knd, his ſhips, frigates, and other veſſels, alſo the merchant ſhips belonging to his ſubjects, and 
for that purpoſe you may exerciſe, and cauſe to be exerciſed, all manner of hoflilities authorijed by 


tte lates of rear; I am aſſured in finding in the jusrick of my cauſe, in the courage and kill of 


my land and fea forces; in the bravery and attachment of my ſoldiers and failors ; ; and x tbe 3 


ing to my ſubjects, committed by Exglaad againſt the faith of ' 


theſe injurious proceedings together, but moſt particularly the inſult offered to my flag, bare 


— 


E947 

ſubjefts is gener al; the reſources which I have always experienced je from them, my preſent 
Lee omote their ha 8. * | 
I pray God. Monfcar l Marquis de Bouills, that he may you under his holy protection. 


Verſailles, 28h June, 17. | (Signed) LOUIS. , 
5 pk SARTINE. 


Many Seizures having been made by the French by virtue of the foregoing Letters; his 
Majeſty was pleaſed to iſſue his proclamation for granting of Letters of Margtie and General Re- 
Frifals for the better ſecurity of the trade and commerce of this kingdom. 


At the Court of &. James's, the 19th of Fuly, 1778. 
. PR ES E N T. 
. The KIN G's. Moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council. 


AS many injuries and acts of hoftility have been committed, and many unjuſt 
ſeizures made, by the French King and his ſubjects, unto and upon the _ and 
| of his Majeſty's ſubjects, contrary to the faith of treaties ; and whereas his Majeſty 

lately received advice, that ſuch acts of hoſtility ate now publicly encouraged and au- 


thorized by the French King's orders: His Majeſty has taken into corffideration theſe injurious 


as are neceflary for vindicating the henour of his crown, and for procuring repatation and 

fatisfaction for his injured ſubjects, is pleaſed, by and with the ah 

order, and it is hereby ordered, That general repriſals be granted againft the ſhips, 

goods and ſubjects of the French King, fo that as well his Majeſty's fleet and ſhips, as alſo 
other ſhips and veſſels that ſhall be commiſſioned by letters of marque or general repriſals, 


ſeizing and 
and ſubjects 


Admiral, to will and — * 


ef all fhips and goods chat are or ſhall be taken, and to hear and determine the ſame; and 
according to the courſe of Admiralty, and the law of nations, to adjudge and condemn all 
veſſels and goods as ſhall belong to the French King, or the vaſſals and ſubjects 
of the French King, or to any others inhabiting within any of his countries, territories: and 
dominions ; and that ſuch powers and.clauſes be inſerted in the. ſaid commiſhon as have been 
ufual, and are according to former precedents . And they are likewiſe to prepare, and lay 
before his Majeſty at this board, a draught of ſuch inſtructions as may be proper to be ſent 
to the Courts of Admiralty in his Majeſty's foreign governments and plantations, for their 
therein; as alſo another draught of inſtructions for ſuch ſhips as ſhall be commiſ- 

ned for the purpoſes above-mentioned. : 1802 
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Admiral Keppel returned to Portſmouth on the 26th of June, and o the gth Jul ated os 
a ſecond cruiſc with the following ſhips under his command, 


B RITISH LINE or BATTLE, on the gth of Ju x, 1778. 
S TAR BOARD DIVISION. 


| Monarch 74 5 — 
Hector 74 
4 Centaur 74 600 
| f Exeter 64 500 
| b * Duke 90 3 
. K } 99 772 abs Rel 
9 Shrewſbury 74 + 600 
i Cumberland 74 G00 
Bi Berwick 74 600 
UStirling Caftle 64 600 
CENTER DIVISION. 
h Courageux Rt. Hon. Lord Mulgrave 74 600 
1 | Thunderer Hon. R. B. Walfingham 74 Goo 
* | Sandwich Capt. Edwards * 
| {| Valiant Hon. J. Leveſon Gower 74 650 
Bionfarl 
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| > 
| FRIGATES 
; | - Gans | *Y Guns - 
Arethuſa 32 pe Fox — 20 
Proſerpine 28 Andromeda 28 
Milford —ͤ— | Lively 24 


Pluto and Vulcan Fircſhips, and Alert 8 
Note. The Centaur, Worceſter, Thunderer, Terrible and Areth | joined the fleet off P:y- 
: h On 
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into 


following order. 


BP 
On the 8th July, os 


( 


9 ) 


French Fleet failed from the road of Breſt : This Fleet was divided 
the command of the Gant D'Orvilfiers, Licutcnant-General, in the 


FRENCH LINE or BATTLE, onthe 8th of July, 1778. 


VANGUARD, Warts axy Ros Seoyarros. 
The Couxr Du Crarrarit Dt BæsAE, Liewtenant-general. 
7 _ Gans 


ren! 


650 
650 
650 


| The Commanders of the ſecond and third Divifions of this Squadron were the Count de 


Rochechouart, Admiral, and the Chev. de Baxſſet, Captain. 


CENTER, Wauitrts Sag az o. 
The Cour D'Ozvitiitzs, Liewenant-general. 


La Ville de Paris 
L'Orient 


650 
650 
650 
650 


The Commanders of the ſecond and third Divifions of this Squadron were the Count de 
Gnichen, Admiral, and the Sieur Hefor, Captain. 


REAR GUARD, Brus SQVvADrON. 
H. s. H. The Dorn m Cuanrass, Lietenent-peneral. 


The Commanders of the ſecond and third Divifions of 
Admiral, and the Chev. de Monteil, Captain. 


Graſſe, 
n 


unknown. 
D 


ergy 5 


650 
650 
650 


8 


4 


this Squadron were the Count de 


On 
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Ga the ge the French Fleet being off Uſkhant, the Curieuſe cutter of ten guns four pounders, 
commanded by the Chevalier ds Rumain, gave chaſe to a ſhip which he faw at a diftance, and ow 
coming up with ber, ordered her to lie to: this ſhip, whoſe flag declared her to be Eaglith, 
would not comply with the order. The frigate Iphjgenic, commanded by the Sicur de Laa, 
CCC 
ral; on a formal reſuſal made by the Captain, the Seur de Kerſaint gave orders for firing, and on 
the firſt ſhor the ſhip ſtruck her colours. 3 = 

s fri the Lively, of 22 guns. nine pounders, 120 men, com- 
Boggs. Iphigenie having brought her to the Admiral, the Count D'Or- 

Elegie to conduct her to Breft, where ſhe arrived on the 10th of July. 

The two fleets came in fight of each other on the 23d of July; the Britiſh fleet purſued that 
of France I the badneſs of the weather, till the 27th, when they were brought 
to an engagement; on which Admiral Keppel diſpatched Captain Faulkner of the Y;Aory, with the 
following account to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 


SIR, Victory, at Sea, July 30, 1778. 


in, and the difinclination that ap 
: this left but little 


3 - | 
headmoſt of Vice- Admiral Sir Robert Harlan's diviſion, 
and the ſhips with him, as they led up; which cannonade the leading ſhips and the Vice- 
Admiral foon returned, as did every ſhip as they could cloſe up: the chace had occafioned 
their being extended, nevertheleſs they were all ſoon in battle. ; 2 
The fleets, being upon different tacks, paſſed each other very cloſe : the object of the French 
king's ſhips in their maſts and fails, in which they ſo far ſuc- 


in, ge it in a line to leeward of the king's 
fect towards the cloſe of the day; which 1 did not diſcourage, but allowed of their doing it 
without firing upon them, thinking they meant handſomely to try their force with us the next 
— but they had been fo beaten in the day, that they took the advantage of the night 


0 . 

The wind and weaker being fach that they could reach their own ſhores before there was 
any chance of the king's fleet getting up with them, in the ſtate the ſhips were in, in their 
maſts, yards, and fails, læſt me no choice of what was proper and adviſeable to do. | 

The ſparned condutt of Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Harland, Vice-Admiral Sir Hugh Pallifer, 
and the ans of the fleet, ſupported by their officers and men, deſerves much commendatian. 
A hit of the killed and wounded is herewith incloſed. _ : ; 

I fend Captain Faeltzer, Captain of the Victory, with this account to their lordſhips, 


And am, 
SIR, 
Your moſt obedicnt and very humble ſervant, 
| A. KEPPEL. 


LIST 


Ld 


(12) 
LIST of Men killed and wounded; inthe Action with the French Fleet, the a ef July, 1778. 


Killed Wounded. 
2 0 
4 : 
T 2 
is | 6 
10 11 
8 11 
13 
5 
3 
20 
26 
. 24 
— wo 
18 
5 
7 


8 — — 
» Pa „ Se le A ene 


133 375 


Lieutenant Nicholas ¶ ford, ſecond of the Formidable. 
Lieutenant Wilkam Sanmwell, third of the Shrewſbury. - 
Lieutenant Jobz M Donald, of the marines—Prince George. 
Surgeon of the Elizabeth; 

A KEPPEL 


The French Admiral's account was publiſhed ſome days after at Paris, under the title of | 
Extra from the Journal of the King's Naval Army, as follows: 


HE 23d of July; at one o'clock in the afternoon; after a freſh W. N. W. wind, and 

hazy weather, which had obliged the King's army to ſtay at the Cape, we perceived, as 
x cleared up, a number of fails in the S. W. by W. The army was then, according 
to eſtimation, W. N. W. of ban, at the diſtance of about thirty leagues of that iſland, and 
mch about the fame diſtance from the Sorlingnes, which remained N. N. E. 

The Cu A Orvilliers immediately made a ſignal to move, and rally the army, in the uſual 
order of battle, the White and Blue Squadron, commanded by the Count Duchaffault, in the 
van, the White Squadron, under the General's flag, in the centre, and the Blue Squadron, 
commanded by the Dake de Chartres, in the rear. 

About four o'clock, the wind blowing freſh trom the W. the General made a fignal for the 
King's army to tack about; at the fame time the ſhips we had diſcovered, were rallying. 
The wind having ſhifted to the S. W. theſe ſhips tacked about in ſome diſorder, with a view, 
no doubt, to gain the wind of the King's army. The Count d Orvilliers, who their 
proxet, and wanted to preſerve the advantage of the wind, made the army about, all. 
the ſhips at once, and run with the four main fails faſtened in the fore top maſts, and aſſigned 
the fame manner of failing for the night. a 
The weather was very , and at one in the morning of the 24rh,/the gale of wind 

the General ordered the army under the low ſails; but as ſoon as day light ap- 
peared, he faw with pain, that the Duc de Bourgogne, of 80 guns, and the Alexandre, of 25 


( 2 ) 


had ſeparated from the army, and were no longer to be ſcen; nevertheleſs, as the 

zred up, the ſhips that we perceived the day before, were gin feen. The Comnt 
_ tiers bore down upon them, as well to recomnonre them, 25 to rally with more facili 
King's army, whoſe order had been deranged in the night by the thick weather. 
La Senſible, commanded by the Chemakier Bernard de Marigay, was detached to chace 
and reconnoitre more nearly the ſhips we deſcried. On the report made by that fri 
Connt d Orvilliers judged they could be no other than the Englith army, under t he 
of Admiral Keppel, who, as well as the Ss arm, WETE mancrurring to repair 
of the night. He then made the double fignal to tack about by counter march, and range 
the army 1n order of battle. EO : 

At noon, it blew freſh at W. N. W. and the weather very flormy ; the ſtill 
as the wind ſhifted to W. S. W. At feven o'clock the General indic the four main ſails 


for the night. | 

The 1 at four in the morning, the enemy's army remamed E. S. E. four degrees 
Eaſtward, at the diftance of three leagues ; the wind W. S. W. the King's army ſpent that 
day in manceuvring to preſerve the advantage of the wind. _ 

The 26th, at four in the ing, the Engliſh army remained at E. by S. E. five degrees 
E. at the diſtance of about two leagues from the King's army ; the horizon had cleared up, 
and ſeemed to announce fair weather: At eight o'clock, the C FOrvilliers made a 
to prepare for an engagement, and at half paſt ten, another fignal 
march, all fails flying, to preſerve the 
the enemy ; the horizon 


F 


| tack about by a counter- 
of the wind, we and afterwards attack 

cloudy, the wind roi to the S. W. and veercd to the 8. 
. oul v - The Guaz = loſt all hopes of fighting 
or that day. 


The 27th, at four in the morning, the wind had fhifird to the W. and announced favour- 
able weather. The enemy's army remained at E. N. E. four degrees E. at the diſtance of 
two leagues and a half from the King's army. The Carzt Oi made the ſignal to rally 
in the uſual order of battle; but at nine clock, the C AO obſerving that the 


fides for about three hours: it appears that the firing of the King's army was fcrved with 
more vivacity _ _ of the Engliſh army. | 

The poſition of the enemy, to leeward, was more advantzprous for pointing the guns, 
and —— the firſt battery; the Count GOrvilkers, wilkng to deprive 8 advantage, 
made a ſignal for the Blue Squadron to come up by a fucceffiire movement, and then another 
for the whole army to range itſelf in order of battle. That movement, which was afterwards 
well executed, was nevertheleſs too much delayed to be able to follow the line, and prolo 
under the wind, from tail to head, the Engliſh army, as the General had propoſed to do. Ir 
is not aſtoniſhing that a movement which was inftantancous, and which opportunity gave 
birth to, was not perfectly laid hold of, at the firſt inftant ; but the Duke de Chortres hav- 
ing paſſed under the ſtern of the General to aſk his intcmtion, the Court 4 Orvilliers anſwered, 
that his intention was to continue the order of battle inverted, 


- potition windward of the French army, to rally his own in onder of battle on the ftarboard. 
The King's purſued that of England, and conſtantly offered them battle in the beſt oder, to 


leeward, 


the eſſects of the 
occaſioned it, it other cauſes 


; 


The Com 4Orcilkers, ſcring bamicif off the harbour of Br, determined to emer it with 
bis army, as well to put the wounded on ſhore, as to take fuch freſh tackle in as ſome ſhips 
might ſtand in need of, to continue their cruize. . 

We have not yet a return of the killed and wounded ; we only know, that the Corn Duchaf- 
fault received a thot in the ſhoulder, and the G, Dachafſanilt, his fon, on board the ſame 
ſhip, had the ſmall bone of his leg broke. | 


Ships. Officers, Me. Officers. 
La Cauronne i 12 — 2 
L'Amphion — 1 10 2 
Le Palmier — * 1 8 
L*'Actionnaire — 1 Le I 
La Ville de Pans — 2 24 La Ville de Paris — 1 
Le Ræflẽchi — 0 9 LI dien 1 
Le Gloricux — o 7 2 — — 2 
Le Vengeur — 0 5 Amphi — 
L'Indien — 0 6 LActif — - 
. L'Acatif — o 14 LaAnchen — 1 
Le Sphi — 0 2 LOriem — 0 
Le Fendant — 0 s Le Vengeur _ " Pp 
Le Magnifique — © 9 Le Robuſte — O 
La Bretagne — o 5 Le Dauphin Royal _ 
LOUrent— 0 6 Le Sphinx —— o 
L'Artẽſien _ o 5 Le Gloricux — — 0 
Le Dauphin o 10 Le Reflechi — o 
Le Bien- Aimẽ — o 10 Le Roland — — Oo 
Le Saint Eſprit — oO 1 Le Saint Eſprit — o 
L*Eveille 3 o x LeEvecille — 2 
Le Robufte — o 4 Le Bier-Aime — 0 
Tutal Kia 6 157 Total Wounded 23 


Ir was known at the ſame time, that the ſhips which had ſuffered moſt in the 
were la Bretagae, la une, le Sphinx, I Amphaza and Is Ville de Paris, eſpecially the three 
among which is Ville de Paris had been rendered totally unfit for ſervice. 


Befides the publication of the extract fent to the French court by Couat ZOrvillicrs, an 
abridged account of the engagement, in a letter addreſſed to the Admiral of France, by Mon- 
ficur De Surtine, Secretary of State for the Marine Department, was alſo given to the public, thus 
EL, *. ct hy 
E have gained an ad over ira] Keppe! in an engagement our fleet has had 
with bim, which we may conſider rather as a fevere check than a victory, in whichen- 
gagement Afar ZOroitiiers has given indubitable proofs of bis excellent Kill, and dexterity; 
and the Date de Chartres of great preſence of mind, tranquility and aſtoniſhing 


laſt, 


For five days the two flects were in view of each other, which Monſ. 4 Orvilliers preſerved 
wich a view to bring Admiral Keppel to an engagement. The fea, however, was fo rough and 
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ShipsandFrigates | 3 Monarch Capt. Ronley 74 


( "4 ) 
1 he could not execute h degn, 25 in that ficuation he could not make wc df 


1 i the keward *, which manceuvre he 
executed within a and 2 half of the Duke de Chartres, who, then found 


himſelf | the doviiom anacked, parparce? for 2 modt rigorous defence, when Mou; | 
4 Or villiers with his dire, by an canoe mer mamaravre, tacked to 


The Engliſh ed the C. dons hogs She of << Hncaſoi 
attacked the De Chartres, win, being deprived of the uſe of his lower 
, anſwered them wh g. | 


rs preps 6 
obberd ther m rar wih great loi and 

fleet paſſed in rerirm of our whole flert, the combat having laſted two hours, 
when Oruilliers gave 2 fg am order of baue, which was executed in an 


Our fleet was then to the leewand and could make uſe of ber lower batteries, I 
with ſmall fires from half paſt two in the hr uni the cvening 

The Engliſh Admiral had cn tam the wind, and fol TED 
In the evening they hoifted thear falls, pur our foes and fled with 


A ſhip of ours + came to the 
ſuch a fire on the enemy as hg 
The 


proc ye pin ag - excepting 3 
maſter of che occan, occan, re-entered rf. | 


* 


I am, wath zcipcft of your Screne Highneſs, 
The muff knable and obedient ſervant, 
| SARTINE. 


* — — is remarkable, and is mer ee in the journal of the French fleet The C One: 
had thromn him 10 leeward, withour fas n:; bur be percerved bis miſtake in time. 
— — | * 


Py bh PE 


On the 23d of Auguſt, Admiral Keppel failed from Plymouth with 28 fail of the line, and 


was joined on the 11th of September by the DD, Saffalt and Egmoaz. 


BRITISH LINE or BATTLE of a Squadron of his Majeſty's Ships of 


War, &c. on the 28th of September 177. The Monarch to lead with the Star- 
board, and the Ramnulkes with the Larboard Tacks on Board. 


STARBOARD DIVISION. 
Rates Sr = 4 | 8 


out of the Line| Hettor Sir John Haben, 74 


- 


(OBE 


-” 


CENTER DIVISION. 


5 > 
LARBOARD DIVISION. 


Ekzabeth Han. Faodcick Maicknd 74 — | 
74 G00 
34 <od 
Vice Adm. 
9 52 Teſ the Blue 
go 750 
64 goo 
74 600 
74 600 
74 600 


In all 31 Ships of the Line of Barke. and 2 Net of the Admiral. and 6 frigates. 


Saen * which gone out of Breſt on the 
38th of Avgrift, came in on the 1Sth of —— where they had kept 
half of che time. The Britiſh flect gave chace twice ww the Reflechr, and took ſeveral Weſt-In- 
dia-mcn bound to Naztes and Boardeaxz. Admin Lyne intelligence of the French 
— — ” difpached the Purine amd Fur fro in queſt of it. The Porcu- 


Pine, Faxch, paried from the flees Sgrerde the 20x, 10 o'Clock P. M. and on 
the 21ſt A. M. took the Mer Indioman, in L- 44 46, and returned with her Prize to 


having feen any thang of tac French fleet. The Fox, Captain 
Jams, and cared mo Br:f, from whence Licutenant Abemurle 


R, 

I AM dicted by Captain indir, 10 dit you will inform their lordihips; that being or- 
dered by Admiral 10 cruizc in frarch of the French flect, on the 10th of September 
we perotived, in the N. E. (it being thick fquallly weather, and we at the fame time in chace of 

a ſhip and a floop) a French frigate bearing down wpon us, on which we ſhortened, and en- 

gaged ber for thee hours and a batt. Hang loft all our maſts, moft of our guns diſabled, 

in z nin w comma the Aion, we were obliged to ſtrike 
has us anto Brgff. The ncafom of my writing is, that Captain Hind- 

o has a mulquer bal in i right arm, one of the bancs of which it hs plitered; it was not 

ill laßt night the ball could be extratied ; ar rien there is no fear of his lofing his arm. 

Nude s fhphrly wounded in four eher places. The Juno is commanded by the 

Vilcount d Ecaxnment: She fought on cach fade fourteen 12 pounders, fix 6 pounders, and 

333 mens 
Captain Vu particularly defires me m rn, that attention and civility has been 

to himſelf and his officers, and Aonfeur la Porte, 2 


Your very hub ſervant, 
e 


The 


mY ü A. AM a. b 46. — 
44. * 1 f1. bo, _ 3 DS 
Nur N 
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( 6 ) 
| The neareſt account I can give of the killed and woundedis, 
Killed — a 


Dead of their wounds — — 5 
10 
; Kt 
1 
2 
1 
Seamen and marines — _ — 21 
Wounded 
. 8 ; 
PI | „ 
Note, The Fur had twenty-four 9 pounders, four 3 pounders, and 200 men. 
Mane antes ing of the For, an or the i, be- 
Er 


and we have 


N the 2oth of October, being in company with his Majefly's fhip Mes, and off the 
Lee 


ing weſterly, and about fix in the evening came to action with a French man of war, which 
continued cloſe for two hours, when the enemy dropt aftern, and being cloſe in with the land, 
I was under the neceffity of hauling off; in order to clear i, at which time the night being very 
dark, and blowing freſh, we loſt fight of the enemy, as alſo of the M. Mir. Lew, midfhi 
man, and two ſeamen, were killed, and eight badly wounded, in which number I include 
maſter, Mr. Roberts, who, with two ſeamen, died the next day of their wounds ; the 
have the pleaſure to add, are in a fair way of recovery. Oar maſts, yards, fails, 
were much I am todefire you will pleaſe to inform my Lords Commiſhoners 

iralty, that the officers and ſhip's behaved with much fpirit, and up 2 


much damage, and was obliged to put into (e 
N. B. The Jupiter had 50 guns, and 350 men. 


Admiral Keppel returned to Portſmouth on the 26th of October. 


r prong a. ogy woceg 13 men killed, and 30 wounded, 
\ 


xincipal cauſe of Mr. KeppeP's not re-attacking the French at half paſt three in 


frernoon (being 


* 


7 * 


[17] , 
pes ruin i noo be experi, when he ound elf doo th fir pope be ba 
facts will appear in cvery log-book in the fleet; fo that if an enquiry. into this affair 
was to take place, his conduct would. bear the ftriteſt ſcrutiny, as hitherto no viſible reaſon 
has appeared as an excuſe in Sir H—— P _— 22 


divifion, and Mr. Keppel's; who had fuſtained, to all Ig 0s Ae 
.. NN £5 aL 6s ten 00: toms . and Sir 
„ and not re- 


H-— had not repaired his, lying all the time with his 
rd. The . of men. on board Siv He === mas chicly oming 00 ca: 


_ tndgrs blowing up between decks. 


— — — Bilinlag tabs which was printed in all the 


rr rr 
Mr. Paixrtzs; 

AVING ſeen fince my late arrival at Porifunth, à very ſcandalous paragraph in the 

the 


of laſt month, directly charging with bei 
—— in the Ig of the 57th of 


relating 1 day, as 
3 of the truth in a matter of ſo 


not ny ans, or qcies im —— 
: Yours, &c. 
Pal Aa, November 54 - HUGH PALLISER: 
AT about fix o'clock in the on the 25th of July; the Britiſh flect was upon a wind 


on the larboard tack, lying up our W. de de leading on tht tack, the French 

flert was to windward 3 4 half paſt fix a ſignal was made for ſeveral of the fhips of my di- 

viſion wo chace to windward; which occafioned them to firetch far a-head: 

At ten the whole fleet tacked per | „ and ſtood towards the French fleet, who 
plainly diſcogered to. be on the larboard tack, in a regular, well for cloſe 


from me by the above fignal ; the ſhips of the echer was 
bh a Arends. ns to. be nearly ſo; and in a collected body, 


| began between the headmoſt ſhips in our Van and ſome ſhips in the 
Van of the enemy's flect, which became general as our ſhips got up in tucceſhon : each pro- 
_ cecding from that part of the cncmy's fleet, which they reſpectively fetched, on towards the 
enemy's rear, engaging as they advanced along their line. 
Admiral Keppe! with his divifion fetched the French Admiral, and there began to engage. 
Abour noon, in the I fetched within random ſhot of the D. de Chartres ſhip 
who commanded the van divifion of the enemy's fleet ; he fired many broadfides at the For- 
a diſtance, ſhe did not return a fingle ſhot, but reſerved her 
in point blank ſhot of the ſhip the could fetch; there I began to en- 
£22, and paſſed on to the French Admiral in the centre of the line, engaging within muſ- 
quet ſhot, and alone; having no ſecond either a-head or a-ſtern, the ſhips of my divifion 
being ſcattered and ſeparated from me by as aforementioned : however, 2 
1 in a connected 


| | : y ips, 
ren —— ſed the other two diviſions. 
1 „%R by the regwinr and connetied line of the nem 's ſhips being preſerved ; 

whereby they were enabled to a 11. th near Lr 
who were at a confiderable interval from each other, occaſioned by the before 
1 Ran and fon brane rake the omen damages which the Formidable 
ſuſtained, being ſubj to „ a a 41 


fore us, not a ſhot-hole 


ſent Sir 


continued her 
account publi 
follows : 


By the — 
but I do not recolle 


man having, a ca 
be — 


enemy's ſhips . 
their line, and went off before the 


Between two and three o'clock, I had paſſed the ſtermmaſt fhip of the enemy's Ene; at this 
. about bim, and 1 
think, with the ſignal for battle flying. I concluded _ — tw renew the battle: 
vice-admiral Sir Robert Harland was, with ſeveral ſuips 


r CIC ECIS 
deavour to get into battle again, — — 2 came up. 
We were then exactly in a line with the enemies line, and a about random fot from their 
ſternmoſt ſhips. In this fituation the Formidable lay 2 confiderable tame, no other ſhip near 
her. — — centre of the enemy broke thear nr, and appeared to 
be in confufion; ſome with their heads one way, ſome another. 

The Flory ſhortened fail, and unbent her main top-fail; and about this time forme of the 
enemy's ſhips ap F 
directly for the Formidable ; I therefore wore again, and lad ber head nd Admiral 


meet him —then the enemies ſhips edged away — homatefonrtins, cuban 
to form the line in that direction. : 


When the Fido and Formidable met, it was paſt three o clack: the the Form:- 
dable to windward, wore, paſſed under her ſtern, run down to leemand of her, and made ”= 
a-head ; this left the Formidable at a diſtance a-flera, and ſomewhat to windward of the 
wake, though the leaſt ſo of any ſhip when ſhe firſt hauled the wind. A fignal was made for 
ſhips to windward to bear down into the Admiral's wake, which fipnal I epratcd ; for it was 
underſtood to be for Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Harland and his divakon ww bear down, who was 


then far to windward; and he accordingly did bear down and brought wp in the "Admiral's 
wake, then nearly a-breaſt of the Formidable, and a little way to leeward of ber. 


At this time it was apparent tothe reſt of the fleet (if xt was mot fo to thafc im the Fiflery) 
that the Formidable was not in a manageable condition; we were them employed in 


ſplicing, &c. to get the ſhips under command, and to be able to make fail w get up with the 

Admiral, who was making fail on the ſtarboard tack, the French floct them affirm the fame. 
After Sir Robert Harland had been for ſome time in the Admirals wake, he with bis divifion 

(by orders, it is ſaid) crowded all the {ail they could carry, to grt bead of the Admirals 


divifion. 
pericxuler flips of my 


Late in the evening we ſaw the Admiral had made the fignal for forme 


diviſion (not the Formidable, her i mms. being fo a— all whack RHI . the 
Ocean, and ſuch of them as were under command, bore mo the ; others 


were not in a governable condition, and meme ode mares Fray fo ak 
not immediately bear down. It is to be o that the Formidable, 2nd the flaps of my di- 
viſion, were the laſt that came out of the were the moſt 


engagement, 
time to refit ; and that it is the diſabled ſhips of my divihon that arc atlkaded wo in Admiral 


Contrary way. 
them ca ble of — and ney made ail ſtations in a Ene of bane, at 2 cable's length 
gn 


- Can any one poſſibly believe (as the dark aſſaſſim aſſerts) that Admiral Keppe! called thoſe 
ſame crippled ſhips to him, in order to renew the attack, and at the moment when he had juſt 
Rae Harland way from ir, with his Giro of cl Gps, who kad been the longer 


(wy?) 
a&tion, and had a — 
——— 


2 — 


Lha repeated his fignal for it; any Aptos — ee — 
— — nearer ID him” But the — ap 
r cheers, which the Formidabd/s people nevuracd. Ir then blowed 
Freſh, was frigate paficd fo quick, that there was not time to fay any thing -more 
which could have been heard. 
© "The night was doudy, with rain, and very dark ; It requared all the tattered fails the Ren 
8 r fo that 
borate RC After we 
| r ——— —— 

* mirn Was 
8 — —— — in the Admirar 3 
wake, expecting to engage immediately at day-light, bur the eacaay's fleet were: gone off. 


4 h ADVER- 


— — - rr = — — — 


- - — <a 


OBSERVATION 8. 


HREE different Plans have appeared in Frattte of the engagement off L Maut: the firſt 

was done at Paris by Monfieur Brion de la Tour, Ingenieur Geographe du Roi; it is a mere 
„ without any ſenſe or meaning. | 

two others are but have been publiſhed by order of the Miniſtry, one at 

Paris, the&other at Breff ; and are both inſerted in the preſent work; that which is. marked No. I. 


is the leaſt defeftive ; the ſecond is faid to be done according to the Engliſh Narrative: its au- 


thor has given with it an letter written from one end to the other, in that ironical 
Ryle called Pele by the French, and of late ſo much in vogue among the Miniſters of 
that country, that there is nothing elſe in their Arhbafſador's Reſevipe to the Britiſh Court, 
dated Merch 13. This moſt curious letter is dated off Uſhanj, gth Auguſt, 1778, on board a 
French ſquadron that was not there. The republication of ſuch a performance is needleſs, 
but we cannot forbear mentioning ſome of the glaring abſurdities which ſwarm through the 


STrICTURES by J. M. 


. Caſt your eyes on the firſt Chart, and 
compare the date and the tracks. 


The French being to windward of the 
King's fleet, they had it in their power at 
any hour from the 23d to have en 
them. When the Engliſh on the 27th 
happened to be to rwindeward in their turn, 
the judicious author ſays, p. 15, The French 
General to leeward not being able Io come up with 
von, as you did not chuſe it in vain urged you to 


a Combat which then depended only upon you. — — 


As for the French. keeping the entrance of 
the Channel, the firſt Chart proves it to ad- 
miration. | x 

See the firſt Chart again, and you will 
wonder at the nonſenſe heaped in this Para- 


5 


5 
a 
F. 
: 
: 
8 


object in one ph concerning the Channel: but the ef- 
their 3 north La attributed to the Wind, is ſtill more cu- 
weſterly wind out to Sea,  rious; for it is the firſt time that ever any 
made you like manner body knew a N. W. wind was ſuppoſed to 
for your you well knew blow a Breft fleet to ſea. 

that the French could no longer be in the | 

* from de- One may reaſonably ſuppoſe that fleets ia- 


tending to engage, eſpecially when they have 
the weather gage, do not require four days to 


MAanaenuure. 


There is alſo a miſtake here; the fact being 


wind's ſhifting two or three points, could not 
avoid the Engliſh fleet falling in with them 
in the manner deſcribed in the firft Plan. 


o 


* 


that the Freuch Fleet, by the circumſtances of the 


N. B. Let us obſerve here that in both the 


French plans the direction of the wind is falſely 
expreſſed. 


P. 13. 


P. 15. And when night came (the French 
Admiral) maſter of the field of battle, bang- 
img out his lights that you might not have the 

excuſe of — ſight of him, no longer 


* ſelves, you retreated into the Channel as {| 


* 
as the diſorder of your ſtraggling ſhips could , 


allow. 


* 


After quitting the field of battle, after having 
been end to 5 feſt 1 in line of battle, 
when you only ſought to ſurpriſe à rear- 
guard, after avoiding a ſecond aftion, after 

ing fled a whole night without lights 7o- 
mardi Plymouth, and afterwards fill farther 
to Portſmouth. 


P. 17. The French General remained 


all the day of the 28th in the ſame maters 
where he had fought, 


He ordered his frigates to follow jou. 


I was 


2 in the profound obſcurity in 7 
which you had prudently involved your- 


ftruQtion of part of their fleet, their ſternmoſt 


This means without doubt the waters of the 
Atlantic Ocean, which certainly run into Breſt 
harbour: for the French Admiral ſays in his 
Journal, “ the 28th, at night, the King's army 
keeping in the latitude of Luut, where they 
had eſtabliſhed their cruiſe, the aſtoniſhment 
was general, when they diſcovered the ile of 
Ukant iticif,which theCozat 4Orvilliers thought 
himſelt diftant from, about 25 or 30 leagues.” 

Theſe 25 or 3o leagues the witty author 
makes them vaniſh in an' inftant ; what will 
the twenty thouſand men iay that were fo aſto- 
niſhed when they diſcovered Uſant on the 
28th at night? + ; 

I believe this is an error of the preſs—read 
be ordered his frigates to follow bim. 

When 


G 


where they were not ; the battle was 
at the entrance of the Channel. | 


fought 


| which, to make uſe of its author's 
Page 31, docs nor appcar to be the hani 
movements of the political fprmmgs of the Frendh 


Py 


- two days after he lands at Breſt; 
are diſputing the honour of being firft embarked ; 
every where ſees, in animated colowrs, the 
tlemen of Bretagne themſclves as 
offered to pay to diſcharge of two foldicrs, 
ſoldiers refuſed. e forcigner in four days forms a judgment 
preſages with certainty the fate of their arms. | 

That the preffing of ſailors for manning our fleets in time of war, is attended 
veral inconveniencies, and many acts of cruelty, there is not the. keaft doubt; and 
the French wit may be right. The principle upon which this violent method 
juſtified, is very ancient, ſalus populi ſiprema lex gu. No Engliſhman 
that without very powerful . fleets that may be manned gnmediately, on 
gency, the independence of his country is at an end. By means of the 


full 


1 


1 
TR: 


; 
| 


10 


ments acquire an activity that is unknown abroad, and which according 
themſelves, is peculiar to our Navy. Sailors on board our men of 
ferable allowance, and a pay little inferior to thoſe given by merchammen, 
danger is equal, if not more confiderable than in the royal navy, when once 
tay, 
the 


ſr 
11 


i 


Y 


hat the French ſailors arrive at Bref vcvazDeD, is very true, as the note | 


* 


in that they come UNCONSTRAINED. Indced they 


- 


( 23 ) 


— — be put in execution ; but the reſt of the mackinery has herr 
chat its movement is retarded in the fame proportion 2s the 


s arc mulcipled.— The French ſailors arrive at zepmanded /— who can dau this 
—— is Marine, the the Comes, — * — 
ke: ke he: al thole prop arc waiting for them in their reſpective 


mar home, of imo ͤ without leave, nd you tall £5 axed car 
2 


- The French failors, to free themſelves of the and and of the Imendams 
their clerks, generally — r —— < kt & t, that 
our ſeamen have one ** which is, that on the fightcft difcoment they 


— and go into So ſaid Mr. Deflexdes in bis Eſſay on Maritime 
Forer and Commerce; F 
under the patronage 8 of the Marine of France. 

C— of ſeamen in France, is not in reſpect to che 

— — with that activity whack at ſirſt ſhould be expected; we 

. ß ————— 
experience and diſcipiine ncceffary to infure them a conftant 
The whole number of ſailors in each diſtrict being to ferve on board 
the Fleet by rotmĩon, the ſeveral crews are to be diſmiſſed when the campaign Borer, and freſh 
ones introduced. This continual renewing deprives then the ſhips nor only of the moſt hardy 
—. — but alſo, which is worſt, it deprives them of their crews trained up and 
and this muſt be felt with more diſadvantage in ſhips fitted our for the 
. —— 

The want of emulation among ſeamen in France is another great cauſe of the 
of the Royal Navy of that kingdom. Their firſt and ——— 
be taken excluſwely out of the body of the Noblefſe. Their nurſery is in the Garde-marizes, a fer 
of young gentlemen remarkable in all er 


This Gothie inſtitution has been modelled upon that of the Knights of Malta, who, rowards the 
middle of rhe laft 


— — 1 
to fill up the French Marine; and by mcans of their inſiuence 
x Court they are pretty fure of keeping it for ever, or at leaft as long as there is a Navy or a 


Mr. in the book which we have atrcady quoted, could not help ſpeaking 
on that ſubjett : « I ought not (ſays he in the 3d part) to forget here a queſtion that bas been 


© often handled among the Engliſh. — oo fob bur the finer for maxi- 
Eh rr — 


rene. 
* But without 


critically, what perhaps 
I 
< of ſelect youths, and of officers choſen out of the beſt families. It is not that I would ex- 
« clude certain men, who may be ſaid to be priviledged, and who indemnify thendzires from 
* an obſcure birth, by a diſplay of talents ſuperior to any birth. 

* Nobility, without doubt, owes its ſplendor to fair and generous aftions ; bur as it degene- 
* rates every day, ought weto complain that ſuch actions arc revived, and appear in other 
* men. The nobility bribe and intrigue, in order to acquire charges and cmployments, 
< without ever thinking hod to merit, ar how wencemne them. What madness in cheſe vam 


men! Their anceſtors have left them, it is true, all that depended on them, fiches, great 
« names, and ſhining titles, bur they have not left them perſonal merit; that lay beyond the 
40 < ce abe That alone they could not communicate; that alone is the thing not 


fay that I am a brutiſh fellow, and without the leaſt tincture of guod man- 
6s ü dre wen Finns for my companion, diſdain either ſhewy or c- 
« feminate pleaſures, and give lefs wages to my cook than to any other of my domeſtics. 
* What ty crimes! and yet they are all mine. 
ag * clogium e ene ge ns ee rendered the Ma- 
& rine illuſtrious by ſo many happy campaigns ; and who, in ſpite of the obſfacles they met 
« with at every turn, in ſpite of ST. Shots. who ſeem to block up their way to 
* have acquired it notwithſtanding, and that too with the higheſt applauſe ; ſuch, even in late 
times, was M. Du Gue-Trovia as much diſtinguiſhed by his undaunted bravery as by his fu- 


* And Common Senſe. 


< perior 


„ Navy; and what is very 


fl 


1 


<< perior capacity ; who cxpaled himfcif rapadly and boldly to all forts of ;; even to 
* thoſc which be bad not fairen, —_—i __ to ward — 
_< fering them to confound ham.” 
Thus far Mr. Defaads, who from w kis diſcourſe ſeems to have difa 2 
much as he could ſaſely do i in his country, the method in the French 
what mult hve ben hs reflects ad eee the wonder operations of that Marine Grin: 
the laft war ? if the author of the that has gvven riſe to our remarks, had 
thoſe wonders, methinks be would have bern 2 nl more 
my bo op — ety many the Noble 
- arc fill more hcroxc than th of Hades River. Was, 
. ͤ the matt © xneihceris hc Fooncte 
the 
— ORR 


of his plcaſantrics con- 


amazing talents, and 
exploits almoſt incredible, the national cry in taxour fenced the ice of the 
Nobleſſe, who conſoled themſelves in growg Salas of fartune, as they are called by Mr. De- 
Manes, the name of Iatraders. But as it „ that alm&ft the whole 


very 
and cxpericnce in navigation iy refade in the officers of merchant ſhips who 
are all Retzriers ; the Noblefſe have confemed haurſy to ſuſſer forme of theſe on board each ſhip of 
war, to att and hdp under che name of Axzihery Officers. The Arriliary Officers, heretofore the 
Rea io 
Jody anda Lee 


may for a while 
give a kind of energy to the French Fleets; — — bn, but 
It 25 not r bee permanent 

the of the Hr Navy; on the contrary it is evident, that animoſities, 


and diſcontents muſt zcful unavoidably from this childiſh and humiliating dif- 
tinction of officers. 


It appears very plain, in reading the naval hiſtory of France, that the Miniſters of the marine 


in that country, from the cad of the hi century to the preſent hour, have done all 
in their power to have neither able Scamen, nor frilful Officers; and the moſt abſurd of their 
edicts are generally thoſe of the later date. If any body ſhould queſtion this aſſertion, we 
might quote the new edition of the Ordinance of Leu the XIV in 1689, with all the 
additions, and other curious embellfhments ; we ſhould quote the laſt curious Declaration for the 
encouragement of privatecring, with all is articles, cim, and paragraphs. It is true, that 
this Declaration has done leſs miſchief than any other; for by a 


to 
pri and ſome 5 little ifland of 
. Guernſey has more privatecrs at fea than the whole kingdom France ; and 

the laſt war, (when — for ws there was mo Declaration) at the ſame time, 
that 30000 French failors were in ; the ports of France had then above 1 50 
at ſea, a third of which w Sr. Abs and Bazonze, which two maritime 
Aue have fired out, between them, only ſeven privarcers face the commencement of the pro- 
It muſt be faid however, in juftice tothe French Miniſtry, that this encouraging Declaration, 
as well as many others, ſcems to have bern dattaned by the officers of the Navy, who not dif- 
r, were derum of having but few competitors in that 
branch. But from all this, and after having very attemively examined the actual 
——— 1 — 3 I ꝗ —U[ — 

5 the Muſic of that country - Tas have mo Marie ; you cannot hade a M- 
— —: FOO OO 9 


of our merchammen from being 


of the River Filaine 


fe2-offecers of whom France can boaſt, have 


effects, or ſuch as might 


fatality having been found 
it has at leaft faved forme thouſand of Frenchmen from made 
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of the ACTION, on the 27 ol July, 


_ By LM. aLieutenant in the Fleet. 
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— of the Bench Fleet, from die Journal of Cunt d Orvidtiee. 
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Engraved & Tubhmd Jan” 7.1779 by WFapex Charing Croſs. 
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as the Act directs. 


about 10 o hal | d 
r w Leeward, and the Wind veering fu = N 45 | 3 * 
N by S. to SW. IyW. the Britich l, 3. | 
3 is I to nn them; the e 
7 and 8 Miles Fleet Tack per Signal and, give have. 
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che French Fleet WS Fors FW 
CIT t Windward . 
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"AY JETER 
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